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Semicolonial nesting and conservation of the Montagu’s harrier Circus
pygargus in rapeseed fields in Southern Podlasie (eastern Poland)

Semikolonialne hniezdenie a ochrana kane popolavej Circus pygargus v repkovych poliach
v juznom Polesi (vychodné Pol’sko)

Dominik KRUPINSKI, Jerzy LEWTAK & Krzysztof SZULAK

Abstract: Agrocoenosis are important nest sites for Montagu’s harriers. In 2009, a large semicolony of 14 Montagu’s harrier pairs
was recorded in a rapeseed field in eastern Poland. The breeding colony arose due to a shortage of crops of suitable height in the
period of nest building, caused by unfavourable weather conditions and a delayed onset of vegetation growth. The mean clutch
size and hatchling number was 3.62, and the mean number of chicks in pairs that bred successfully was 2.00. Losses in broods
due to predation and farming treatments were low (2% and 6%, respectively).

Abstrakt: Agrocen6zy s dolezitym miestom hniezdenia kani popolavych. V roku 2009 bola zistend hniezdiaca kolonia 14 parov
kani popolavych v repkovom poli na vychode Pol'ska. Hniezdna kolonia vznikla z ddvodu nedostatku obilia vhodnej vysky v ¢a-
se stavby hniezd zapri¢inenej nevhodnymi klimatickymi podmienkami a oneskorenym zaciatkom vegetacného rastu. Priemerna
velkost’ znasky a vyliahnutych mlad’at bola 3,62, priemerny pocet tispesne vyletenych mlad’at na hniezdiaci par bol 2,0. Straty na
hniezdeni spdsobené predaciou a pol'nohospodarskymi ¢innost'ami boli nizke (2 % a 6 %).
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