Slovak Raptor Journal 2010, 4: 1-22
© Raptor Protection of Slovakia (RPS)

Trend and conservation of saker falcon (Falco cherrug) population in western
Slovakia between 1976 and 2010

Vyvoj a ochrana populacie sokola raroha (Falco cherrug) na zapadnom Slovensku
v rokoch 1976-2010

Jozef CHAVKO

Abstract: During the 35-year study period (1976-2010) the nesting distribution, population size and dynamics, as well as nega-
tive factors influencing the saker falcon population in western Slovakia were surveyed. After 1993 all of the nesting pairs have
gradually resettled to the neighbouring agrocoenoses, previously used for hunting and wintering. This process was considerably
influenced by management practices, especially the installation of 151 nest boxes on electricity pylons in lowland agrocoenoses
in western Slovakia. Since 2009 all pairs have been nesting in agrocoenoses. During the last decade the number of nesting pairs
has increased 145% and the nesting area of the saker has increased three-fold in western Slovakia. Data about 47 pairs and 345
nesting events were used to evaluate the population trend. The pairs raised 797 fledglings in 247 successful breeding attempts.
Average success for all breeding attempts was 2.3 fledglings, and 3.2 fledglings for successful breeding attempts. The main
reasons for losses during the study period are considered to be drastic changes in feeding and breeding habitats, illegal shooting
and poisoning as well as nest robberies.

Abstrakt: V priebehu 35 ro¢ného obdobia (1976-2010) bolo Studované hniezdne rozsirenie, dynamika a vel’kost’ populacie
a negativne vplyvy posobiace na populaciu sokola raroha na zapadnom Slovensku. Od roku 1993 postupne doslo k celkovému
presidleniu hniezdnych parov do pril'ahlych agrocenéz, ktoré boli predtym rarohmi vyuzivané na lov potravy a zimovanie. Pre-
sidlenie populacie vyznamne ovplyvnili zrealizované manazmentové opatrenia, najmé instalovanie 151 hniezdnych budok na
stoziare elektrickych vedeni v agrocendzach nizin zapadného Slovenska. Od roku 2009 uz vsetky pary hniezdili v agrocendzach.
V priebehu posledného desatroc¢ia doslo k narastu pocetnosti hniezdiacich parov o 145 % a priblizne k trojnasobnému zvicseniu
plochy uzemia hniezdneho arealu sokola raroha na zapadnom Slovensku. Vychodiskom pre hodnotenie vyvoja populacie boli
udaje o celkovom pocte 47 sledovanych parov, ktoré zahniezdili 345 krat na izemi zapadného Slovenska. Z vysledkov monitoringu
reprodukénej dynamiky vyplynulo, Ze pary z 247 Gspesnych hniezdeni vyviedli spolu 797 mlad’at. Priemerna uspesnost’ vsetkych
parov, ktoré zahniezdili, predstavovala 2,3 mlad’at’a / obsadené hniezdo a tspesné pary vyviedli priemerne 3,2 mlad’at’a / Gispesné
hniezdo. Za najvyznamnejsie vplyvy spdsobujuce straty v sledovanom obdobi mozno oznacit’ intenzivne hospodarske vyuzivanie
krajiny s dopadom na premenu a zanik potravnych a hniezdnych biotopov, nezakonny odstrel, travenie a vykradanie hniezd.
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