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Tree nesting of Eagle owl (Bubo bubo) in Prievidza district

Stromové hniezdo vyra skalného (Bubo bubo) v okrese Prievidza
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One of the rarer examples of nesting by the Ea-
gle Owl is the occupying of nests in trees. In the
majority of these cases the owls use nests left by the
Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo), Northern Goshawk
(Accipiter gentilis) or Black Stork (Ciconia nigra)
(Divi§ in Danko 1990), (Gahura, Bélka in Danko
1991), (Suchy 2001).

Another case of this kind was registered on 13th
May 2004 when the nest of a Lesser Spotted Eagle
(Aquila pomarina) was being checked, and a female
Eagle Owl was found sitting on the nest with one
chick. The location is near the village of Opatovce
nad Nitrou, district of Prievidza, quadrant DFS
7277, at 350 metres above sea-level. The biotope
consists of an oak and pine lowland complex, a sort
of larger grove of trees among neighbouring fields
and meadows. There are no rocks anywhere in the
wider vicinity. The nesting tree stands about 300
metres inside the woods at the edge of a clearing.
The nest was built in an approx. 60-year-old Scots
pine at a height of 16 metres. On 25th May 2004 one
juvenile owl flew successfully from the nest.

Beneath the nest, and in its environs, remains of
the following prey were identified: Garganey Duck
(Anas querquedula), Coot (Fulica atra), Moorhen
(Gallinula chloropus), Buzzard (Buteo buteo), Kes-
trel (Falco tinnunculus), Tawny Owl (Strix aluco),
Woodpigeon (Columba palumbus) and Raven (Cor-
vus corax). Judging by these signs, which I also
found here in preceding years, I would conclude that
Eagle Owls have been living at this location since as
early as 1997.

Medzi zriedkavé pripady zahniezdenia v populé-
ci vyra skalného patri obsadenie stromovych hniezd.

Vo vicsine pripadov pouzivaji hniezda po Buteo
buteo, Accipiter gentilis a Ciconia nigra (Divi§ in
Danko 1990), (Gahura, Bélka in Danko 1991), (Su-
chy 2001).

Dalsi takyto pripad bol zaregistrovany dia 13. 5.
2004 pri kontrole hniezda orla krikl'avého (Aquila
pomarina), kedy miesto neho sedela na hniezde
samica vyra s jednym mlad’atom. Lokalita sa nacha-
dzala pri obci Opatovce nad Nitrou, okres Prievidza,
350 m. n. m., DFS 7277. Biotop tvoril dubovo-
borovicovy nizinny komplex, akysi vacsi haj suse-
diaci s poliami a lukami. V SirSom okoli nie st ska-
ly. Hniezdny strom sa nachddzal asi 300 m v lese na
okraji rabane. Hniezdo bolo umiestnené na cca. 60
ro¢. borovici v 16 m vyske. Dna 25. 5. 2004 Gspesne
vyletelo jedno mlad’a. Pod hniezdom, ale aj v SirSom
okoli boli zaznamenané nasledovné zvysky koristi:
Anas querquedula, Fulica atra, Gallinula chloropus,
Buteo buteo, Falco tinnunculus, Strix aluco, Colum-
ba palumbus, Corvus corax. Podla tychto pobyto-
vych znakov, ktoré som tu nachadzal po minulé
roky, usudzujem, Ze vyry obyvaju lokalitu pravde-
podobne uz od roku 1997.
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Sotnar K: Tree nesting of Eagle owl (Bubo bubo) in Prievidza district.

Fig. 1. Eagle owl female flying away from the occupied  Obr. 1 Vylietavajuca samica z obsadeného stromového
nest on the tree, originally used by Lesser-spotted cagle  hniczda povodne vyuzivaného k hniezdeniu orlom krikl'a-
(Aquila pomarina). Photo: K. Sotnar. vym. Foto: K. Sotnar
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