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Unusually early nest building by Imperial Eagles (Aquila heliaca)

Neoby¢ajne skora stavba hniezda u orla kraPovského (Aquila heliaca)
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Older pairs of Imperial Eagles in Slovakia remain
throughout the whole year as a rule at their nesting
site or in its vicinity, but pairs nesting in the hills
spend more time at their hunting grounds. During
harder winters with deep snow cover, however, they
migrate further south, mainly to the territory of
neighbouring Hungary. When spring comes some of
the pairs build new nests, while other pairs set about
repairing their previous year’s nests. Nest construc-
tion activity is most often at its height during Febru-
ary, and in early March the birds have practically
complete nests, apparently almost independently of
the weather. A certain shift in their time schedule
may occur in connection with the air temperature, but
as far as I know nobody in this country has carried
out any observation focusing on this phenomenon.

In 2005 though I have encountered one interesting
exception. On 8th January while checking several
nesting sites on the East Slovakian Plain I found that
in the majority of them both eagles (or at least one of
the pair) were remaining close to their previous
year’s nests. At one nesting site, however, I found a
large new nest almost complete, to which the eagles
were that day still assiduously adding branches. It is
necessary to point out that the winter was mild during
this period, with temperatures mostly above zero and
the surroundings free of snow cover. Apparently such
unusual weather at this point in the season had en-
couraged this pair to start building their nest early.
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Staré pary orlov kralovskych sa na Slovensku
zdrzuji spravidla pocas celého roka na hniezdisku
alebo v jeho blizkosti, v pripade parov hniezdiacich
v pohori tieto travia ¢as na svojich loviskach. Len
pocas silnejSich zim s vysokou snehovou pokryvkou
sa stahuji juznejSie, najmd na Uzemie susedného
Mad’arska. S prichodom jari ¢ast' parov stavia nové
hniezda, iné pary zacinaju opravovat’ svoje minulo-
ro¢né hniezda. K stavebnej aktivite dochadza najcas-
tejSie uz v priebehu februara a zaciatkom marca ma-
vaju takmer hotové hniezda, zdé sa takmer bez spoji-
tosti s pocasim. K ur¢itym ¢asovym posunom mozno
dochadza aj v spojitosti s teplotou, ale pokial’ mi je to
zname takéto pozorovania zatial’ u nas nikto cielave-
dome nerobil.

V roku 2005 som sa stretol s jednou zaujimavou
vynimkou. 8. januara pocas kontroly niekol'kych
hniezdisk na Vychodoslovenskej rovine som zistil, Ze
na vicsine z nich sa oba orly (alebo aspon jeden z
nich) zdrziavali v blizkosti minuloro¢ného hniezda.
Na jednom hniezdisku som ale naSiel uz jedno nové,
vel’ké hniezdo, na ktoré v ten deni orly nad’alej usi-
lovne nosili konare. Je potrebné poznamenat’, ze zima
v tomto obdobi bola mierna, teploty boli vicsinou
nad nulou a okolie bolo bez snehovej pokryvky.
Zrejme takéto nezvyklé pocasie pre toto ro¢né obdo-
bie aktivovalo par ku skorSiemu zaCiatku stavby
hniezda.





